The Book of Kells

The world-famous Book of Kells is the
crowning glory of the Celtic illuminated
manuscript art form, and one of the most
impaortant early medieval treasures of
Western Europe. Written in Latin, it
contains the full text of the Four Gospels
of the New Testament Bible.

The Book of Kells may have been written

entirely at the monastery in Kells or more
likely begun in lona in Scotland and com-
pleted in Kells where it remained for the

best part of 1,000 years.

In 1653 it was sent to Dublin for safe-
keeping by Charles Lambert, Governor of
Kells and it was later donated to Trinity
College by Henry Jones, Bishop of Meath
where it remains to this day.

You can view a high-guality facsimile
copy of The Book in the Kells Courthouse
Tourism and Cultural Hub, the Church of
5t. Columba on the Monastic Site or in the
foyer of the Headfort Arms Hotel

KELLS GPS:53043' 36.48° N -60 52" 24.98°W

Kells, County Meath, is a 45-minute drive from Dublin airport and

Cublin City via a (M50/M3) motorway link or a regular express bus
service. This designated heritage town offers the visitor a range of
activities and attractions and its excellent location and road links
makes it an ideal and welcoming place to stay when exploring the
Boyne Valley and ot her nearby destinations

From angling, golf and walking to the remains of an ancient
maonastery, Celtic crosses and award winning accommodation and

dining, Kells is anideal destination for every member of the family.

For more information on our town visit

discoverboynevalley.ie

Kells Courthouse Tourism and Cultural Hub

Headfort Rd, Kells, Co. Meath, AS2 RY&2

(located opposite the Market Cross on the
R47 entening Kells from Navan)

Free admission. For opening hours see website,
T +353 (D) 46 924 7508
E kelscourthouse@discoverboynevalley.ie

W discoverboynevalley.ie

() B =~{..]@

VALLEY comhalrie chontae na mi

meaith Courny CoT
L e

Discover

Heritage Town

Original home of the Book of Kells .~~~

A treasure trove of fascinating .-

history throughout the ages...

e - T
o et et =y

IRELAND'S
ANCIENT EAST

Failte go Ceanannas Mor

Welcome to Kells

Welcome to the Heritage Town of Kells. Situated on the River

Blackwater in the heart of the Boyne Valley, the town and its environs
have arich archaeological, monastic and natural heritage. As the
birthplace of Ireland's Ancient East, the Boyne Valley is renowned for
its heritage wonders and Kells is proud to be part of that story.

Ceannanus Mor, meaning ‘Great Fort', was a royal residence before
St. Colmcille (Columba) established a religious settlement here in the
middle of the 6th Century.

He was exiled from Ireland after a dispute which led to the battle of
Cul Dremhne in Sligo. Sailing to Scotland, he established a monastery
on the island of lona, which became a renowned centre of learning
for many centuries. and remains a place of spiritual retreat today.

We invite you to discover the many fine examples of early Christian
architecture here, including High Crosses, towers, churches and of
course, as the original home of the Book of Kells, a visit to view a
high-quality facsimile copy here is a must.

Kells and the surrounding area also offers many other activities to
enjoy including world-class golf, some of the finest fishing in Ireland,
horse-riding adventure parks, gardens, greenways, walks, cafés, pubs
and restaurants, festivals and art exhibitions. Kells also enjoys a direct
motorway link (M3) and bus connection to Dublin City and the Airport
making it an excellent place to stay. We recommend that you spend

a few days here to relax and enjoy the warm céad mile failte (one
hundred thousand welcomes) and the rich history of this unigue and
fascinating town of Kells in the Boyne Valley.

discoverboynevalley.ie
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Preshyterian Church

One of the two Presbyterian churches in Meath, the Kells church was
built in 1871 on lands donated by Thomas Taylour, 3rd Marquess of
Headfort. The majority of the church’s members at that time were
Scottish families working on the Headfort Estate.

Boyne Valley to Lakelands Greenway

30km car free walking and cycle path from Navan to Kingscourt with
access to 6 villages along the route,

The Archaeology and
History of the Hill of Lloyd

The Spire stands on the site

of what is thought to be an
ancient Iron Age ring fort where
recent geophysical scans of the
hill show a massive hillfort of
concentric ditches ringing the
summit of the hill. It can be best
appreciated looking across the
field from the Kieran Flanagan
Way.

The Hill was known as ‘Mullach
Aiti’, translating to the current
day ‘Lloyd". The Hillfort's
purpose was to guard the
approaches from the Kingdom
of Bréifne (Cavan) to the
ancient Kingdom of Midhe
(Meath).

Festivals

St. Patrick’s Day (with Kells Silver Band est. 1848)
Every 5t. Patrick’s Day 17th March

Hinterland Festival of Literature & Arts Kells - June

Kells Type Trail June - August

ABLEFEST Music & Arts Festival — July

Moynalty Steam Threshing Festival | Every August

Mational Heritage Week | Nationwide, Every August
Culture Night - September

Siamsa Glas Féile - September

Samhain Festival of Food & Culture

Walking
Girley Bog Eco Walk

Drewstown Woods, near Kells

05 Sheet 42, N&95 711, 3.5 miles
(6km) / 1¥: - 2 hours / Easy Terrain /
GPS: N53 68483 E-6.94971

Ringfort and Blackwater
River Looped Walk

(Kieran Flanagan's Way)

1 mile (1.5 kilometres) / 40 mins /
easy terrain GPS: 53 43' 56.9922°
-6° 54" 2228347

Kells Type Trail
Church Lane
Annual festival celebrating typo-
graphy and lettering as an art form.
Each year one word is interpretedin a
series of art installations,

Girley Bog

Kells Walk-About Tour Guides
Book at the Kells Courthouse, Tour-
ism & Cultural Hub

An enjoyable and informative way
ta experience Kells' monastic past
is to follow the Kells Heritage Trail
Payment by donation to the guides.
T +353 (0) 46 924 7508

Threshing Field Walk & Museum
Moynalty

0.7 miles / 30 mins / Easy terrain GPS:
53" 47 17.0772" -6* 53' 230568°

Spire of Lloyd Tours
Book a guided tour at
discoverboynevalley.ie
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Kells Historic Trail
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